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Presidential Meanderings by Celeste Baumgartner – OWO President

The big blue stem reached for the sky and compass plant
blazed when we drove through the prairie and back the long
driveway to Guy Denny’s house for the summer board meeting.
We passed a pen of pigeons on the way, too, but that’s another
story.

The board meeting was productive and good ideas came
forth. We talked about soliciting new members for OWO, and
the general consensus was, yes, we wanted to do that, but we
needed to be careful how we did it. The best way, it was
agreed, was by members inviting one person at a time. The
start of the year for membership seems a long way off right
now, but then so did the end of summer about a half a minute
ago.

Think about it; is there someone you might invite to join?
Consider the outdoor publications for which you write. Are
there others who write for those publications whose names are
not in our directory? What about outdoor magazines you
subscribe to? Are there Ohio writers you might contact? How
about picking up the phone, sending an email or even sending
a hand-written note, inviting someone to join. I’m going to a
conference next week, and an outdoor writer will be there who
is not a member. I’m taking an application. He can wait until
closer to January (it does take a month or so for new member
applicants to be accepted and processed) to join if he so
chooses, but he will have the information. A membership
application is available on our website; suggest to possible
members that they visit www.outdoorwritersofohio.org.

How could they not like us?

A day or so after the board meeting
I had an email from Frank Snare who
said that after a hiatus of several years
he is writing and being published
again. “The Lord has blessed me
overtime,” he wrote. He said he is
confined, but his mind isn’t; his
doctor told him he’s all right from
the neck up.

Frank was my mentor and sponsor
for joining OWO. In 1989 I picked up a Preble County news-
paper and saw one of Frank’s articles. I contacted him, and
Frank graciously invited me to meet him for breakfast. He gave
me information about OWO and OWAA, and offered to be my
sponsor in both groups. Frank advised me many times over the
years and was always available when I had questions.

Thanks, Frank.

If you’d like to send Frank a note, his email address is
franklyoutdoors@gmail.com.

And our congratulations to OWO member Phil Bloom who
was elected June 24 in Bismarck, North Dakota, to serve as the
President of the Outdoor Writers Association of America. Phil
has been a member of OWO since 2000.

Ottawa County Visitors Bureau
is seeking stories about Fish Ohio Day

Don’t forget that if you went to the Fish Ohio Day and did
some stories, the Ottawa County Visitors Bureau would like to
have a copy. They can be mailed to them at:

770 S.E. Catawba Road
Port Clinton, OH 43452

Including writers, guests, captains and first mates, over 100
anglers took part, and 300 pounds of fish were cleaned and
given to writers and guests to take home.

And were they good – for it’s hard to beat Lake Erie
Walleye!

KEEP IN MIND SOME NAMES FOR NEXT YEAR’S
SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE PASS IT ON AWARD.
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New Supporting Members
Vicki Diebold has again been busy recruiting new supporting members, and we

welcome them to our group. Please add their information to your 2008 Directory to
keep it up to date.

Porcupine Fish Attractors
located at 1665 St. Rt. 58 W., Clinton, Kentucky 42031. Larry Harper is the
Customer Service person to contact at 270-254-0150 or FAX 270-653-4233. His
email is lharper@fishattractor.net; the website is www.porcupinefishattractor.com.
Their descripton reads, it is a structure for fish. You do not hang up, break lines or
lose jigs and lures. Fish will feed on minnows and algae and it is great for making
secret fishing spots. Extremely great for ice fishing. Harper recommends checking
the website if you need more information.

D.O.A. Fishing Lures
located at 1253 SE Dixie Cutoff Rd., Stuart, Florida 34994. David Blackwell, the
Manager, can be contacted by phone at 772-287-5001 or FAX at 772-287-3843. His
email is david@doalures.com. The website is www.doalures.com.
They are a soft plastic lure manufacturer for fresh water and salt water lures,
including D.O.A. Terror Eyz, B.F.L. (Big Fish Lure), C.A.L. Shad, jerk baits and
Beaver tails, D.O.A. Chug Heads, pinch weights, rattles, D.O.A. Bait Busters,
Shrimp.

Change of Address
JAMES P. CROTTY – 7164 Hartcrest Lane, Dayton, Ohio 45459-4043

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY – moved to Suite 100 with Zip 43017-5045

From the Editor
Our new truck was two months old a week ago, and already has 7,000 miles on it, so

needless to say we have had a very busy few weeks. That is proof that the saying as
you get older time goes by quicker, and we are beginning to believe it. Even when we
get up early in the morning the days seem shorter or is that just because the leaves are
starting to leave the trees.

We even had brunch with Hope and Fred Nofziger when we were in the Toledo area,
and Hope did not tell us until we returned to their home that it was her birthday. Fred
got off easy as Ed opened his wallet and bought for all of us.

OWO and Buckmaster were the only conferences we attended this year but had fun
at the Fish Ohio Day and Ed at the Lake County/Jeff Frischkorn fishing day.

Stark County just finished its fair, and we spent seven 12-hour days there where Ed
had displays and covered the 4-H events, and I spent four of those days working for
our County Board of Elections. For those days I got paid, the other days at the Wildlife
building, alumni booth and helping Ed were volunteer hours.

In the last LORE I stated how we were not getting paid for the seminars Ed did in
West Virginia. Well, guess what? We did receive a check but only because the West
Virginia Attorney General’s office stepped in and sent him letters. We did not see what
they said in their letters, but the second one must have been strong enough to do the
job.

He gave all kinds of excuses for not paying us, but if he had answered the letters or
phone calls he would not have been on the WV A.G.’s list as a deadbeat. Just thought
this might be an angle if any others have a similar problem. And we owe thanks for
that suggestion to Chip Hart.

The next LORE will have a 2009 dues notice, so save your pennies for O.W.O.
membership is really a bargain.

It is now time to head to the printer so will close with the reminder if you know
other outdoor writers who are not members of OWO, try to convince them we are a
great organization and they should join us to keep the good news about hunting and
fishing and conservation alive.

’Til next time.
J.

Make a Note in
Your Directory

Judy Wells accepted the appointment
to fill the term of Jim Morris until 2010.

Jim will still do the Bruce Dawson
Award work, but no longer felt he could
serve on the Board.

How Could You
Miss It???

If you have not picked up a copy of
the new hunting regulations, find one.
There she is, Vicki Mountz with that BIG
deer and a big smile on her face. Isn’t it
time she is being recognized for her
abilities outside the office!!!

Instruction is what we say,
influence is what we do,
image is what we are.
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Although the state legislature is on recess, there are a few
important items (laws, regulations, requirements or whatever)
that are in the process of being enacted by the Ohio Division of
Wildlife.

The Division of Wildlife has taken the first step towards en-
acting these requirements through scheduling Open Houses for
Saturday, September 13, from 12 noon until 3 p.m. to receive
comments from individuals interested in these proposals.

The Open Houses will be held at the same day and time at all
District Offices. Information recorded at these open houses is
forwarded to the division’s central office in Columbus, where
proposed rule changes to the Ohio Administration Code are
considered.

Writers never attending one of these public hearings may
find them interesting and educational.

Laws that Division of Wildlife personnel want to put in place
include: 

1) Establishing a minimum fence height (for some reason
the height is not specified in ODNR releases to the media) for
captive white-tailed deer, and requiring mandatory tissue test-
ing of captive deer 12 months of age or older that die or are
killed on a permit holder’s premises.

The incoming president of the Stark County Farm Bureau
and several deer producers in the Middlefield area said they are
dead-set against this proposal, stating it’s too costly and bur-
densome for small scale deer producers. They have asked the
Ohio Farm Bureau to seriously oppose this idea.

2) Give the Division of Wildlife authority to enforce the
Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact agreement. States partici-

pating in the agreement share information about fish and game
violators and honor each other’s decision to deny licenses and
permits. For example, if an Ohioan is convicted of a wildlife
violation in a participating compact state, the individual’s right
to hunt and fish also can be suspended or revoked back home,
providing a similar action would have resulted had the viola-
tion occurred here in Ohio. Will this not be a self-ordained law,
giving the enacting body authority over interstate commerce?
Should this proposed law be determined by the state legislature
and not one of its agencies?

3) The prohibition of possessing or propagating wild boar in
Ohio. Is this interfering with Interstate Commerce, or going
beyond their legal authority? Have they considered sterile or
“fixed” boar?

4) Enacting fishing regulations regarding blue catfish bag
limits, stream smallmouth bass length limits, and striped bass
regulations.

Individuals, not just citizens of Ohio or the United States,
who have a desire to make a formal comment but are unable to
attend a meeting should mail their comments to any Wildlife
District Headquarters, or send them directly to the Chief of the
Division of Wildlife, 2045 Morse Road, Bldg G, Columbus,
Ohio 43229-6693, marking the envelope “Open House
comments.”

A statewide hearing on all the proposed rules will be held at
9 a.m. on Thursday, September 25, at the Wildlife Division’s
District One Office, 1500 Dublin Road, Columbus. After con-
sidering public input, the Ohio Wildlife Council will vote on
the proposed rules during its October 15 meeting. 

FISH OHIO DAY photos by Ed Moody

Melissa Hathaway makes sure Celeste Baumgartner got
signed up to head out for a day of fishing at the Governor’s
Fish Ohio Day.

Right – Three of D.O.W.’s favorite fishermen came out
for the Fish Ohio Day: Steve Gray, Sean Logan and Dave
Graham. Tom Cross gave Sean an autographed copy of his
book, and Sean made sure it did not exceed the $20 gift
limit!!! It was a great day for a gathering on Lake Erie with
charter captains who tried to fulfill their guests desires.

This year Governor Ted Strickland was on hand to fish, but
– sad to say – when he sent his wife last year she caught more
and bigger fish than he did this year. His comment was that
the fish always like her lures better than his. He was a good
sport about the couple of fish he did catch and the one B I G
one that got away. Isn’t that how fish tales go???

Legislative Activities —Ed Moody, OWO Legislative Coordinator
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Don’t forget – if you do not vote on November 4, you should
not complain if you do not get your wishes fulfilled!

The polling locations will open at 6:30 a.m. and remain open
until 7:30 p.m. If there is a chance you might be away from
your location, absentee voting will start 30 days prior to elec-
tion day and continue until the day prior to the election.

Provisional ballots may be voted if a voter moves within the
state of Ohio, but not within the same county.

Recently it has been ruled that any registered Ohio voter can
vote an absentee ballot for no other reason than they choose to
do so. October 6 is the last day to register for this November’s
election.

Once again Mike Tontimonia did a
good job raising funds at the silent
auction at the conference.

Past Presidents who attended the conference at Atwood Lake were: (seated, from
left) Scott Carpenter, Art Weber, John Andreoni; (standing) Bob Grewell, Steve
Pollick, Bruce Knodel, Paul Liikala, Vicki Mountz, Melissa Hathaway, Mike
Tontimonia, Chip Gross, Jeff Frischkorn, Fred Snyder and Tom Cross.

At Annual Conference photos by Ed Moody

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Summer Board Meeting
As the OWO President mentioned in her message, when you

visit Guy Denny’s home for the first time you are impressed to say
the least.

On hand for discussions were Celeste Baumgartner, Chip Hart,
Guy Denny, Rob Loewendick, Judy Wells, Vicki Ervin, Beth Ruth
and Ed Moody. Celeste, Rob and Ed took their spouses along, but
two of them went fishing in a nearby pond and the other took
notes for this LORE.

At this meeting, lunch is served as soon as the meeting is over
so that helps to keep things moving along because the food is
always very, very good.

Guy assured us that finances are healthy at this time, and all
present agreed to his bookkeeping. If any member would like
further information, check with Guy.

Deadline
The next deadline for the November LORE will be October 31.

Success is not what you gain in life
or accomplish for yourself –
it’s what you do for others.

Scholarship Winner
Dustin Hall was the “Spice Auction” Scholarship Winner this

year, and of the 22,000 community college graduates, Hall was in
the top 50.

Dustin is from Sidney, Ohio, and a member of the All-Ohio
Academic Team. This Team is recognized for their outstanding
academic performance, demonstration of strong leadership skills
and unique contributions to community service.

At only age 17, he is enrolled as a junior at Ohio University
with a major in wildlife biology and conservation at Ohio
University.
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Charter Boat Captain Ron Johnson and one of the
“smaller” walleye of the day.

photo by Ed Moody

The Lake County Visitors Bureau assisted by OWO member
Jeff Frischkorn hosted a group of writers and other individuals
interested in the welfare of Lake County and Lake Erie to a day
of walleye fishing.

Dave Mull, Editor of the Great Lakes Angler magazine, was
among the guests on the boat with the group that included me.
OWO members should consider this as an unofficial report of a
fine day afloat.

Charter Boat Captain Ron Johnson (www.thumperchar
ter.com), skipper of the well-decked out Lake Erie fishing
machine, the Thumper, must have realized he had his hands full
when Jeff Frischkorn, outdoors and natural resource writer for
the Willoughby based publication The News Herald; Steve
Pollick, outdoors writer for The Toledo Blade; Dave Mull,
editor of the Great Lakes Angling magazine; Ed Moody, Ohio
Field Editor for the Ohio Valley Outdoors magazine; Dallas
Cawiezell, relief pitcher for the Lake County Captains farm
team of the Cleveland Indians; and Charter Boat Captain
Marvin DeGreen, offering his assistance as First Mate, boarded
the Thumper for an early morning fishing trip to ply the depths
of the Walleye Captial of the World for tasty walleyes and
those hard fighting silver bullets, the Steelhead of Lake Erie.

Setting a 12 mile northerly course out of the Grand River
Marina, onto the open lake with two to three foot rough chops
with whitecaps, Johnson set his boat’s GPS unit to take us on a
direct cruise to an area of the lake that was 78 feet deep. A
successful Charter Boat Captain for 27 years, Johnson is
familiar to the many quirks of the lake and its aquatic wildlife.

Less than five minutes after the Thumper’s downriggers, set
at a trolling depth of 65 feet, trailing orange and red Stinger
Spoons (www.mistinger.com) fixed to 30 pound test line, did
the first walleye strike. In short order, two out-rigger boards,
each carrying four lines fitted with Dipsy Divers, were cruising
alongside the boat.

Now the action of walleyes, steelhead and a few sheephead
striking spoons placed at varying depths well behind the boat
picked up, lasting well towards the noon hour. As a newcomer
to Lake Erie fishing, Dallas, the Iowa born relief pitcher, was
unofficially assigned the task as the official fish fighter and
retriever of hook-ups for the writers aboard the Thumper. The
remaining anglers (writers-photographers) were busy taking
photos from every angle while making notes as to the depth
and distance behind the Thumper the multi-colored spoons
were trolled. Lines off the planner boards were set to troll at
different depths to cover a multitude of depths to keep strike
activity ongoing.

With Ron Johnson’s knowledge of rough-sea, deep-water
tactics, at one time there were four simultaneous hookups,
requiring the assistance of Johnson and his first mate to lend a
hand at fighting fish while writers on board were attending to
their newspaper based duties. Frischkorn, the official greeter
and assembler of the group of fishermen, was busy relaxing on
the Captain’s chair while taking in the frenzied activity. Moody,
attempting to remain upright as the Thumper was tossed about
by the rough seas, suffered a deep cut on the palm of his hand
while removing a well-toothed walleye from its spoon. “Don’t

Walleye Fishing with Lake County —Ed Moody

worry about the blood – get the spoon back in the water” came
from somewhere towards the Captain’s chair.

From 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., strikes were constant and furious,
not slowing until about the noon hour where it was prearranged
to call it a day as some of the fishing friends had 300 miles to
travel after rising long before the sun broke over the distant
horizon – and on Lake Erie, that distance is great.

Cawiezell, a walleye fisherman when at home in Davenport,
Iowa, remarked, “I’ve never seen so many big walleyes in
proportion to the entire catch.” The shortest, well filled-out
walleye measured 24 inches in length. Several walleyes
qualified for Fish Ohio awards. While discussing fishing
expectations for the upcoming fall frenzy, Johnson stated that
he expects to see a great perch season during early fall, and
well into cold weather. He believed the 2007 hatch of walleyes
will prove to be as numerous as the 2003 record walleye hatch,
which is still being caught by Lake Erie anglers.

continued on page 6




