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President’s Message by Celeste Baumgartner – OWO President

We just returned from a star party at White Sands National
Monument in New Mexico. White Sands is 275 square miles of
glistening, white gypsum sand dunes. It is also one of the few
places on earth that can be seen from outer space.

The skies there are dark because of White Sand’s isolation.
Also, because astronomy contributes $20 to $50 million a year
to the state’s economy, New Mexico wants to keep those dark
skies and has restrictions on lighting. It is the perfect place for
a star party, and we had been looking for one to include in a
southwestern vacation.

I got interested in astronomy a few years back when Jessica,
my then eight-year-old granddaughter, could pick out the con-
stellation Cassiopeia, and I could not. I began to learn some of
the constellations using binoculars. That led to buying a tele-
scope. Star gazing through a telescope has a learning curve, and
we are still at level one. Yet that is not a bad place, because I
can find Saturn, and that is always a WOW moment for me.

The first night at the star party was for the astronomers (we
laughed when they referred to us that way) to observe what
they wanted. The other astronomers were friendly. They
showed us objects they found in the sky and were happy to
help us find a few new galaxies and clusters with our scope.
Most astronomers are passionate about sharing their love of the
night sky, because that sky joins us all, and the vastness of it
demonstrates how petty human arguments are.

To spread that love of the night sky, on the second night of
the star party the public was invited, and we astronomers were

asked to allow them to look through
our scopes and perhaps provide some-
one else with a WOW moment. You
never know what effect that might
have on a young person, one astron-
omer told me.

More than 60 appreciative people
looked through our 10-inch reflector
at M13, a globular cluster of stars
estimated to be between 10 and 20
billion years old. It is in the constel-
lation Hercules.

So why am I boring you with a story about my vacation? We
traveled to the star party in a 30-foot Winnebago motor home. I
won the use of it for three weeks in the Winnebago Ind./OWAA
contest.

In this newsletter you will find information about OWO’s
contests. Okay, we’re not giving away a motor home, but
winning an OWO contest is an honor you share with Ohio’s top
outdoor writers. I’m very proud of my OWO plaques. It’s also
a nice thing to be able to mention to editors.

Don’t miss the great new photography contest which is open
to members, spouses and children who were at last year’s
conference. I can’t wait to see those entries – what a terrific
idea.

Take time and enter the contests now – before everything
gets lost in glitter and wrapping paper.

HB 354 Restricts Young Hunters by Ed Moody

House Bill 354, introduced into the Ohio Legislature, will
stop anyone under the age of 21 from hunting or shooting with-
out supervision. The Bill, sponsored by Rep. Barbara Boyd,
D-Cleveland Heights, and Sandra Williams, D-Cleveland,
prohibits anyone under 21 years old from possessing a firearm.
Under the bill, if an adult or youth who does not meet the age
requirement plans to handle a firearm, he or she must do so in
the presence of someone 21 or over.

Young, licensed hunters who now take to the woods solo
or with a friend of their age to hunt or target shoot will be
required to be accompanied by an adult, at least 21 years of
age, acting as a supervisor if the bill passes.

Sponsors of the Bill claim that the legislation is aimed at
preventing gun violence and accidents; however, hunters and
recreational shooters promote safe handling of firearms.
Accident rates among hunters and shooters are at historic lows.

“For those under eighteen, parents are best equipped to make
this decision, not the government,” said Sexton of the USSA.
“The proposal will not stop criminals from using firearms, but
it will stop hunters from passing on our traditions to the next
generation.”

House Bill 354 has been referred to the Criminal Justice
Committee of the House.
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New Members to be added to your Directory
Welcome to two new members –
Chip Gross sponsored: 
John H. Bennett (Sue) – 444 Lutz Road, Lima, Ohio 45801; (H) 419-225-8137; email
dgraybeard@yahoo.com. John is a retired educator and has been writing outdoor news
for over twenty years. He currently writes for Midwest Outdoors, Country Anglin’
Outdoor Guide and Smoke and Fire News.
Marlin Ted Claar (Marlene) – 1355 Hillcrest Drive, Ashland, Ohio 44805; (H & B) 419-
281-3440; email mtcoutdoors@zoominternet.net. Marlin is a freelance writer and writes
for the Ashland Times-Gazette.

New Supporting Member
Howard Communications

289 Hwy CC, Elsberry, MO 63343
Contact: Kevin Howard, President, or Mike Capps
(P) 573-898-3422 (F) 573-898-3407
email khoward@howardcommunications.com, mcapps@howardcommunications.com;
Press releases and downloadable images www.howardcommunications.com
Howard Communications Inc. is a public relations firm representing several outdoor
companies including: Birchwood Casey, BOG Gear, Browning, U.S. Repeating Firearms,
Heatmax, Hunter’s Specialties, Mossy Oak, Nestle Purina PetCare and Sight on Optics.

Directory Update
Judy Wells e-mail is judyandphil@artelco.net. Their other e-mail address was com-

promised.

Apology
In case you did not catch it in the last LORE, we made a goof. Lightfield Ammu-

nition Corporation is one of our newest supporting members, and, in telling of their
business, the last line stated they were introducing the Alpha Gold 300 for mussle-
loaders. It should have read muzzleloaders. Sorry, Lightfield!

Missed It …
Chip Hart got a message from Tom and Joanne O’Toole after they saw their name on

the “missing from the conference” list. It seems they called Chip explaining to him
why they could not be present, so thought they fell into the “excused” absence
category.

Chip forwarded to the Editor for all to know it was not because the O’Toole family
did not want to attend, just had a “conflict of timing.”

From the Editor
Wow, where does the time fly so quickly? It seems since July 28 we have never

stopped. And with Election Day on Tuesday, and I work before, on Election Day and
after the election for several weeks, there is never a dull moment around here.

There is so much interesting information to be included in this LORE that my
message will be short, but we send our best wishes for Thanksgiving and Christmas
to you all as this will be the last LORE before the new year.

I do want to stress to you to pull out the membership renewal form and send it to
Guy Denny before January so you do not have a late fee. This form will also be the
basis for the 2008 Directory, so be sure to check the current Directory information to
see if there should be any changes, and then include them on your renewal form. This
will be so helpful, and we will try to pass out all of the copies of the new Directory at
the conference to save postage costs. Also note on your issues that the post office
requires us to stick the edges of LORE together, so I use all types of stickers that are
sent. That does not mean I support all of these agencies, but they are free and that
saves OWO money. I really am a tightwad.

’Til next time,
J.

Deadline …
The next LORE deadline will be Mon-

day, December 31, to keep everyone up-
dated on the forthcoming Conference and
have a January issue since we only do
six issues a year of the newsletter.

Happy Thanksgiving!

 




